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USERS’ GUIDE

1.  Overview
This document describes the basic use of the 4356-RX-434 small standalone receiver module. The schematic of
the module is shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1. 4356-RX-434 Standalone Receiver Module Schematic
The module contains the Si4356 Standalone Sub-GHz Receiver RF IC, a Zener diode or LDO, a low-cost SMD
crystal, and the 4-element discrete matching balun transformer. Because the Si4356 RF IC is pin configurable, the
module can operate in RX mode with different configurations. Different carrier frequencies, data rates, modulation
types, frequency deviations, and receiver bandwidths can be set by the configuration selector pins (SEL0–SEL3).
These pins are connected to GND, VDD_RF, OUT0 (pin 12), or OUT1 (pin 14). The Si4356 provides the received
RAW data on pin 14.
The receiver performance can be significantly improved by adding a low-pass filter to the RX data output. These
optional RC components are represented by R3 and C5 in Figure 1. Component values have to be calculated
based on the expected data rate, where DR=1/(2*pi*R*C). For 2.4 kbps, a good combination could be 1 k with
47 nF. For 1 kbps, use 100 nF. 
The element values of the 4-element discrete matching balun transformer depend on the operating frequency. The
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element values can be found in the Si4356 data sheet and are detailed in “AN643: Si446x/Si4362 RX LNA
Matching”. 
The module is +5 V compatible; therefore, supply voltages up to +5 V can be connected to the VDD. Meanwhile,
the Si4356 RF IC does not tolerate voltages above +3.6 V (VDD_RF). This voltage conversion between the VDD
and VDD_RF (see Figure 1) is ensured by a Zener diode or an LDO; one of them should be mounted
simultaneously. Do not directly connect +5 V to the pins of the Si4356 RF IC! The default and typical supply voltage
for the VDD is +5 V while using an LDO to drive 3.3 V for the Si4356 RF IC (VDD_RF). If using a Zener diode, the
R1 resistor value must be determined according to the Zener diode and the supply voltages.
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2.  Module Layout
The layout of the module is shown in Figure 2. The PCB is approximately 11x45 mm.

Figure 2. Top and Bottom Layout of 4356-RX-434 Standalone Receiver Module
The module has two 4-pin connectors (see J1 and J2 in Figure 2), and the pin assignments are listed in Table 1.

Table 1. Standalone Receiver Module Pin Assignments

J1 J2

1 50  point, antenna can be con-
nected through this pin 1 Supply voltage

2 Ground 2 Not connected (default) or CLK

3 Ground 3 Received Data

4 Supply voltage 4 Ground
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As the VDD is pulled up to +5 V, the module starts to work in RX mode, and all detectable signals at the selected
frequency are demodulated and passed to the system MCU via the RX Data (pin 3 of J2).
The module has a 50  input point (pin 1 of J1) where a monopole type antenna can be connected through pin 1 of
the J1 connector.
Notes:

1. A 15 MHz microcontroller clock output is available on pin 10 of the Si4356. This clock signal can be used to drive an 
external MCU and avoid the need for additional oscillators in the application. If this clock signal is not used, it can be 
turned off by connecting pin 10 to pin 12. By default, this clock signal is turned off; to make it available on pin 2 of J2, the 
SJ17 solderable jumper should be cut.

2. Each of the configuration selector pins (SEL0–SEL3) are connected to four solderable jumpers connected to GND, 
VDD_RF, OUT0, and OUT1. With these solderable jumpers (zoomed in Figure 3), the desired configuration can be set.

Figure 3 shows the solderable jumper connections.

Figure 3. Top- and Bottom-Layer Configuration Selector Pin Solderable Jumper Connections
Please refer to the data sheet of the Si4356 RF IC for information on how these solderable jumpers should be
connected for all available configurations. The default configuration of the module is as follows:
1. Frequency: 433.92 MHz
2. Modulation Type: OOK
3. Data rate: 0.5–5 kbps
4. RX Bandwidth: 206 kHz
The manufacturing pack, including the CAD, CAM, BOM, and PDF files of the module, can be found on the Silicon
Labs home page: www.silabs.com. More detailed information about the Si4356 RF IC can be found in the data
sheet.

*Note:  These pins of the solderable jumpers are connected to GND through the R2 resistor (10 k) to avoid excess current 
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NOTES:



Si4356RXModule-UG

6 Rev. 1.1

CONTACT INFORMATION
Silicon Laboratories Inc.
400 West Cesar Chavez
Austin, TX 78701
Tel: 1+(512) 416-8500
Fax: 1+(512) 416-9669
Toll Free: 1+(877) 444-3032
Please visit the Silicon Labs Technical Support web page:
https://www.silabs.com/support/pages/contacttechnicalsupport.aspx
and register to submit a technical support request.

Patent Notice
Silicon Labs invests in research and development to help our customers differentiate in the market with innovative low-power, small size, analog-
intensive mixed-signal solutions. Silicon Labs' extensive patent portfolio is a testament to our unique approach and world-class engineering team.

Silicon Laboratories and Silicon Labs are trademarks of Silicon Laboratories Inc.
Other products or brandnames mentioned herein are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective holders.

The information in this document is believed to be accurate in all respects at the time of publication but is subject to change without notice. 
Silicon Laboratories assumes no responsibility for errors and omissions, and disclaims responsibility for any consequences resulting from 
the use of information included herein. Additionally, Silicon Laboratories assumes no responsibility for the functioning of undescribed fea-
tures or parameters. Silicon Laboratories reserves the right to make changes without further notice. Silicon Laboratories makes no warran-
ty, representation or guarantee regarding the suitability of its products for any particular purpose, nor does Silicon Laboratories assume any 
liability arising out of the application or use of any product or circuit, and specifically disclaims any and all liability, including without limitation 
consequential or incidental damages. Silicon Laboratories products are not designed, intended, or authorized for use in applications intend-
ed to support or sustain life, or for any other application in which the failure of the Silicon Laboratories product could create a situation where 
personal injury or death may occur. Should Buyer purchase or use Silicon Laboratories products for any such unintended or unauthorized 
application, Buyer shall indemnify and hold Silicon Laboratories harmless against all claims and damages.
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